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Paul Parey (1842-1900), publisher

2 Franz Freiherr von Lipperheide (1838-1906), publisher;
library founder
3 Napoleon Seyfarth (1953-2000), writer
4 Gustav Heinrich Eberlein (1847-1926), sculptor
5 Minna Cauer (1841-1922), women’s rights activist; writer
6 Max Bruch (1838-1920), composer
7 Franz Xaver Scharwenka (1850-1924), composer
8 Carl Andreas Julius Bolle (1832-1910), dairy owner
9 Alfred Messel (1853-1909), architect
| 10 Alexander Katsch (1831-1873), manufacturer of household
. goods
— 11 Friedrich Adolf Wilhelm Diesterweg (1790-1866),
— educationalist
Hl 12 August Freiherr von der Heydt (1801-1874),
Prussian Minister of Trade and Finance
13 Prof. Eilhard Mitscherlich (1794-1863), chemist
14 Hansemann family grave, bankers
15 Jacob Grimm (1785-1863), Wilhelm Grimm (1786-1859),
linguists; writers; editors
16 Grave and memorial of the “Denk mal positHIV” Association;
former grave of A. Streichenberg
17 August Kil3 (1802-1865), sculptor
18 Ferdinand Streichenberg-Scharmer (1838-1856),
oldest neo-Gothic grave in the cemetery
19 Dr. Carl Albert Ludwig Biichsel (1803-1889),
General Superintendent
20 August Julius Wredow (1804-1891), sculptor
21 Prof. Dr. Rudolf Virchow (1821-1902), doctor; politician
22 Heino Schmieden (1835-1913), architect
23 Friedrich Matz (1843-1874), archaeologist
24 Bethel Henry Strousberg (1823-1884), speculator;
railway industrialist
25 Julius Wilhelm Schultze (1805-1874), wine wholesaler;
lottery entrepreneur
26 Dr. C. E. Louis Mayer (1829-1890), gynaecologist
27 Christoph Josten alias Ovo Maltine (1966-2005), artist;
AIDS prevention activist; former grave of W. Riese
28 Friedrich Drake (1805-1882), sculptor
29 Memorial to the members of the July 20th 1944 resistance
movement
Gro, 30 Stone commemorating the transfer of graves to Stahnsdorf
SSGO/? 1938/1939; original site of the mausoleum of Gustav
SCHE’VSTR Langenscheidt, publisher
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Old St. Matthew’s Cemetery

In 1846, the Protestant parish of St. Matthew was founded
in southern Tiergarten district, a residential area favoured
by senior civil servants, influential businessmen, artists, and
well-known scientists. With its town houses and villas from
the late nineteenth century it was known as the “Privy
Councillors’ Quarter”. When St. Matthew’s Church was built
1844 — 1846 in Matthaikirchplatz the parishioners got their
own place of worship. Based on a design by Friedrich August
Stuler, the church is a brick building in Romanesque style.
The first pastor of the new church was Dr. Carl Albert Ludwig
Buchsel from Uckermark; he held this office for 38 years,
even when he was appointed General Superintendent of
Neumark and Niederlausitz.

In 1854 the parish purchased a piece of land on a hillside
near the village of Schéneberg for their own cemetery.
The first burial took place on 25 March 1856. The ceme-
tery soon enjoyed great popularity, also among non-
parishioners: in 1863 it had to be enlarged eastwards and
again in 1866 and 1884 to the west. In 1877 the prices of
graves for non-parishioners were raised dramatically, but
this did not succeed in dampening demand. Thus in 1890
the decision was taken that henceforth only parishioners
would be buried in Old St. Matthew’s Cemetery. In the
same year the parish founded a second graveyard - New
St. Matthew’s Cemetery near the city and suburban rail-
way station of Papestrasse.

In keeping with the cemetery’s increased social status, in
1906-1909 a more impressive funeral chapel in the style of
the Italian Renaissance and Baroque replaced the original
wooden chapel of 1876. The majority of people buried in
Old St. Matthew’s Cemetery came from affluent, upper
middle class families, and many imposing graves can still
be viewed today that bear witness to this. The designs for
grave architecture, sculptures, and surrounds are often of
considerable artistic merit. There are works by many well-
known architects, sculptors, and artisans of the Prussian
Empire, and many of them are buried here, for example,

August Kiss, Friedrich Drake, August Wredow, Gustav
Eberlein, Heino Schmieden, and Alfred Messel.

In 1938/1939 part of the northern section of the cemetery
next to the Grossgoérschenstrasse was demolished, approxi-
mately one third of the total area. Thousands of graves,
including many imposing family monuments, had to make
way for Albert Speer’s large-scale, north-south axis re-de-
velopment of Germany'’s capital. The graves were either
levelled or taken down and re-erected in the Stidwestkirch-
hof Cemetery in Stahnsdorf. A memorial stone on the site
where the mausoleum of the publisher Gustav Langenscheidt
originally stood commemorates this act of demolition. It
was planned that in 1941 the rest of Old St. Matthew’s Cem-
etery would follow suit, but war intervened and this did
not take place. Many graves, however, were destroyed in
the course of World War 1.

In the post-war period graves were also demolished. It was
only in the mid-1970s that a new awareness evolved that
Old St. Matthew’s Cemetery, with its wealth of historical
graves and memorials, represents a unique ensemble worthy
of preservation. In recent decades there has been extensive
conservation and restoration work on many gravesites of
special artistic, cultural and historical value. When the parish
of St. Matthew was dissolved, in 2001 the Protestant parish
of the Twelve Apostles took over the cemetery. A measure
adopted by the current administration, which has made an
important contribution to the longterm preservation of
historical graves, is sponsorship. In this way many graves
have found new owners. The cemetery continues to be a
favoured final resting place because of its picturesque hill-
side location and its rich historical monuments.

From the perspective of art history and the history of the
city Old St. Matthew’s Cemetery is one of Berlin’s most sig-
nificant graveyards. Around 60 graves of important per-
sonages have been designated heritage sites by the City of
Berlin. These include the graves of Minna Cauer, women's
rights activist, the linguists and writers Jacob and Wilhelm
Grimm, the educationalist Adolf Diesterweg, and the doc-

tor and politician Rudolf Virchow. In addition to the
graves of famous people and the works of well-known
sculptors, the cemetery’s attraction resides in its splen-
did collection of architectural monuments which define
its character and render it a work of art. The restoration
and preservation of this valuable heritage for future
generations is a priority.
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